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previously known may conflict 
with what the college is seeking 
to instill. The faith of some 
apostolic young people survives 
this attack. Others succumb 
to the barrage of misguided 
manipulative teachers’ actions.

Why do apostolic people 
encourage their youth to go to 
college if this is what they are 
going to get in return? How many 
churches have young couples 
sitting on their pews who silently 
harbor questions—even doubts—
which have been planted in 
some college classroom by some 
teacher who has no knowledge 
whatsoever of the power of God 
or the Bible? Why do we send 
them? Well, the answer is that 
we know they are going to be 
at a great disadvantage in the 
marketplace of making a living 
without a college education. This 
is true. So what is the answer?

The fact is that, previously, 
there was no alternative. When 
finishing 

Both ideas and spirits are picked 
up from college teachers to 
whom students are subject, in 
one degree or another. And, it is 
well known that first classes (AA 
level) are designed to disassemble 
everything the student has 
previously been taught. This 
is done in attempts to start the 
student in a learning process-
minus any prior knowledge. 
The assumption is that anything 

Bible College and starting a 
church, I applied for a job with the 
County and submitted my resume. 
I had every qualification—except 
my college wasn’t accredited. So I 
ended up as a stock-boy at Sears.

Today, there’s an answer, and 
that answer is AST. AST provides 
a highest-quality educational 
experience; not contrary to 
traditional learning, all of the 
major worldview questions are 
addressed. And, in the end, the 
student comes out much better 
equipped- both in everyday life 
and as member of God’s church 
in his or her local community. No 
apostolic should need to send their 
young people to a secular college 
any longer—especially for the 
fundamental, influential first two 
years of school. 

I encourage everyone who reads 
this to take bold action NOW in 
seeing that the people you love 
make the right choice for high 
education —and that right choice 
is AST.
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completion in 2010. Succeeding 
this, however, Lua says, “Because 
I wanted to give my life to the 
things of God, I completed 
Hope Corps training.” He also 
cites that, “Before I got involved 
with Hope Corps, I understood 
the importance of reaching the 
world, but didn’t grasp how I 
could.” Thus, we’re met with the 
fundamental motivation of Hope 
Corps and AST: empowering 
others to animate their ultimate 
calling.

In addition to Cesar’s own 
experience with the blue shirts, he 
invites fellow Apostolics of any 
career path to take the same step. 
“Hope Corps shows people how 
they can use their varied skills for 
the kingdom,” he says. “I’ve seen 
business owners, electricians, 
plumbers, medical practitioners 
and others invest in the church 
of our Roatan ITW by using their 
professional experience.” With 
this understanding, we realize 
and exult the fact that the Church’s 
universality is a two-way street. 
For both outreach efforts and 
those of the saints, God’s work 
is not limited by job descriptions 
or personality types. More than 
any other field, we know that 
the efforts of the Kingdom are 
diversely united under the same 
Father. 

Moreover, HC sparks an 
awareness for an expanded 
Christian worldview. Lua states 
that, “Considering the language 
barrier, I decided to learn more 
Spanish before I went to the 

By Kara Anderson, Co-Editor

It’s arguable that the greatest 
agent of the Mission of God is the 
universality of the Church. Lost 
souls are to be reached; regardless 
of socioeconomic statuses, family 
names, track records or language 
barriers—the Gospel is for all the 
world. Wilson Pacific University 
is dedicated to this principle, 
found in Mark 16:15, and the 
institution’s work has trained 
pastors, youth leaders, and 
missionaries, among countless 
others. We rejoice in the fruits of 
their labor and give God the glory 
for the wide-reaching impact of 
the mission and material of the 
college.

Such is the case with AST alumnus 
and instructor, Cesar Lua. A new 
convert in 2006, Lua continued his 
existing track at the University of 
California, Davis in pursuing a 
Bachelor of Science in Managerial 
Economics until his degree 

Roatan Intensive Training Week 
and was able to develop more 
personal relationships with the 
local community.” In this case—
regardless of the ministerial goal 
of ITW—Hope Corps inspired 
Cesar to go above and beyond 
his comfort zone. Because of 
Hope Corps, he’s now more 
proficient in the Spanish language 
and has established meaningful 
relationships, those relationships 
that draw hearts into the promising 
arms of the Church. And now, 
five years later, Professor Lua 
dreams of using his skills to reach 
the Hispanic community locally. 

More than on an international 
and foreign missions level, HC 
has stirred Cesar to reach his 
hometown. In his words, “My plan 
is to further Apostolic scholarship 
among Spanish speakers, and 
to help get more AST courses 
translated and interpreted from 
English to Spanish. My vision is 
to see revival among the Spanish 
speaking community. Spanish 
is among the top three most 
spoken languages in the world, 
and the Hispanic community 
has boomed in my local region.” 
In referencing this demographic 
ripe for harvest, and the unity of 
the Mission to reach all the world, 
Lua notes, “AST has provided 
me a biblical model of leadership 
that I can apply to the Hispanic 
community.” What an inspiring 
thing it is to see the impact of AST 
make a lasting impression every 
corner of the earth.

(continued on Page 8)

CESAR LUA: GOSPEL TO ALL THE WORLD
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I am pleased to share our recent letter from AST 
Alumni Mitzi Garcia.  Mitzi has recently been 
nominated by Dr. David Chard, Dean of Annette 
Simmons Caldwell a SMU for Pi Lambda Theta 
National Honor Society for outstanding academic 
achievement.  She shares with me “I give credit to 
God and to AST”.  This is an unedited letter from 
Mitzi in her own words. Congratulations, Mitzi!

LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR

Dear Sister Anderson,

I am emailing because I have 
JUST had time to sit down and 
read through the fall edition of 
Empower.  As I read your blurb 
on becoming a new student at 
AST, I was taken back to my first 
days at AST.  I began with AST in 
2006, when AST was with Patten 
and still a collegiate infant, as was 
I. LOL.  It wasn’t long before AST 
made the transition to HIU and we 
really began seeing exponential 
growth.  I must concur, as a student 
at AST, my studies expanded my 
then 42 year-old knowledge base 
in amazing ways.  The first two 
years of my Bachelor’s degree 
were with AST only, while the last 
two years were a mix of HIU and 

AST, my major 
being Human 
Development/
C h r i s t i a n 
C o u n s e l i n g .  
As the mother 
of teenagers 
then, this time 
in my life 
was incredibly beneficial and 
helped me successfully navigate 
adolescent years with a broader 
understanding and perspective.  I 
look back at that time with a real 
sense of gratitude--my studies 
were priceless.  Upon graduation, 
I applied to several universities 
in my local area (Dallas), to begin 
graduate studies in Counseling.  

I was accepted by all, but the 
university I chose (Southern 
Methodist University) is a private 
and renowned university with 
prominent alumni such as former 
first lady, Laura Bush, actress Jayne 
Mansfield, and film producer/
screenwriter, Aaron Spelling.  I 
realize that a part of that acceptance 
was due to my GPA, representing 
my hard work and commitment to 
excellence, but I truly believe the 
other part is a credit to the structure 
and excellence of what was then 
AST/HIU.  Today, I am 9 hours 
away from completing an MS 
in Counseling and have applied 
to several universities to begin 
doctoral studies.  I am blessed to be 
doing my internship at an apostolic 
counseling center in the interim.  
My husband and now young 
adult sons are currently students 
with AST, my pastor graduated 
AST the year after I did, and I am 
constantly pointing others to AST 
as the opportunity arises.  I cannot 
imagine continuing education 
without a solid foundation from an 
accredited, Apostolic perspective.  
Thank you, thank you, thank you, 
AST for affording me, my family, 
and many others with a safe place 
to grow and learn.

Empower welcomes letters and 
testimonials.  Please email to 
astmageditors@gmail.com
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For Empower Issue 3, I had 
the pleasure of interviewing 
Lorraine Ortiz, Hope Corps 
alumnus and founder of 
Christian humanitarian 
organization LoveMoves. We 
discussed her motivation and 
goals for LM, personal aspects 
of her upbringing that inspired 
LM, and the importance of 

working to share Christian compassion. I hope you 
enjoy reading and learning about Lorraine and 
LoveMoves as much as I’ve enjoyed getting to know 
her better.

Empower: Hi, Lorraine! It’s such a pleasure to 
interview you for Empower Newsletter. Can you start 
by giving us some background on yourself & your 
ministry?

Lorraine: My name is Lorraine 
Ortiz, and I’m 31 years old. I 
attend Hope Center of Redlands, 
CA, and have had the privilege 
of being under the leadership 
of Pastor and Sister BJ Wilmoth 
since I was 7 years old. I enjoy 
teaching and overseeing our 
church’s young adults’ group—

also known as Shift—as well as traveling, reading 
and street photography. My passion is driven by a 
love for people, especially hurting human beings, 
and I feel most fulfilled when serving others. This has 
manifested itself in the creation of LoveMoves, which 
was launched in October 2013.

Empower: What is the mission of LoveMoves?

Lorraine: LoveMoves is a for-purpose company: “You 
buy. We give.” We pray that by showing the power 
of kindness, we can inspire others to do the same. 
We hope that by showing others love, it can be a 
reflection of how God loves. When love moves from 
one to another, and another, and so on… that’s how it 
changes the world.

Empower: How did your formative years inspire you 
to create LoveMoves?

Lorraine: My childhood was not what one would 
consider normal. When I was two years old, my dad 
was murdered; when I was 17, I lost my mother to 
illness. My mother was an incredibly kind person, and 
she tried her hardest to take care of her family in the 
best way she knew. But after my father died, my mother 
turned to drugs to cope, and to get money in order to 
support us. That wasn’t the solution, however, and 
we moved often due to finances. At times, we lived 
in motels, slept in our van or lived with friends and 
family members. And in the midst of these challenges, 
we never truly went without. It seemed that just in 
time, someone would always come to us with food 
or money for rent. People even gave Christmas gifts 
when we were living in motels, and donated school 
supplies when we couldn’t afford them on our own. 
In the toughest times, we had amazing support. My 
pastor and his wife have given of themselves the most 
in my life, and I’m especially grateful for the blessings 
of the people around me. The Church was there in my 
mother’s final days, and adopted me as one of their 
own in my youth, particularly Brother and Sister Jason 
Carr, who are now pastoring in Texas. However when 
I was receiving these acts of kindness, I didn’t always 
see how blessed I was. I was bothered by the scripture 
teaching us to “love your neighbor.” I’d heard it all 
my life, but never truly understood it; in fact, I was 
annoyed by it. Ultimately, God allowed me to see that 
verse in a way I hadn’t before. He 

(Continued on next page)

EMPOWER INTERVIEW: LORRAINE ORTIZ OF LOVEMOVES

“Hope Corps has given me a new love, a new 

vision, a deeper fire. I’m excited for LM to be a 

tool that God can use to reach the lost and hurting 

people in our world.”

By Kara Anderson,  
Co-Editor
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continued from previous page)

reminded me of the love and kindness that had 
changed my life, and he began to give me a sense of 
responsibility to do the same. A few nights later, God 
gave me the idea of LoveMoves in a dream.

Empower: How did Hope Corps inspire you to 
continue cultivating LoveMoves?

Lorraine: I remember that just before I attended my 
ITW last summer, LoveMoves was at a standstill. 
Truthfully, I was ready to call it quits. It seemed as if I 
had this little voice in my head constantly reminding 
of my weaknesses and shortcomings, speaking fear of 
failure. One day in Roatan, I was sitting in a class being 
taught by Brother Phil Endris. Amazingly, the more 
he spoke, the more it seemed that the voice of doubt 
was being overcome. My vision for LoveMoves was 
expanded, and I was reminded that this passion was 
a gift from God. On my flight home, I kept thinking 
about all the good LM can do. Hope Corps has given 
me a new love, a new vision, a deeper fire. I’m excited 
for LM to be a tool that God can use to reach the lost 
and hurting people in our world.

Empower: Can you give us some examples of the type 
of work done by LoveMoves?

Lorraine: Over the last few years, LoveMoves has been 
able to do some incredible things. One of the events 
we’ve hosted is Kindness Week, where for 7 days we 
commit a random act of kindness in nearby cities. We’ve 
also provided over 200 meals to homeless people, and 
35 back-to-school bags to children in need. We have 
two annual events in December: delivering gifts to the 
oncology clinic in Loma Linda, CA for children fighting 
cancer, and delivering gifts on Christmas morning to 
children living in motels. Currently, all of the profits 
from our products are going to help a friend’s endeavor 
to build a shower bus. Bob’s shower bus vision is to 
provide the homeless community with a safe and 
dependable place to shower. In the far future, we hope 
to support an orphanage and foreign mission.

Empower: What would you say to someone who has 
considered Hope Corps, or who dreams of creating 
their own organization?

EMPOWER INTERVIEW: LORRAINE ORTIZ OF LOVEMOVES

LoveMoves is exactly the work that we believe 
God calls us to execute in our daily lives. With 
Hope Corps as a catalyst, our movement can be 
transformed by compassion as a basis for outreach. 
If you have a story of your efforts to reach the lost, 
please let us know! Send in a summary of your 
ministry to astmageditors@gmail.com, and we will 
continue featuring these programs in Empower.

Lorraine: If you’re considering Hope Corps… DO IT. 
I guarantee that when you take that leap of faith, it 
will completely change your life and challenge you to 
go further than you’ve ever thought possible. Joining 
Hope Corps is still one of the greatest decisions I’ve 
ever made. If you’ve dreamed of creating your own 
organization, go for it. Your passion is a gift from God, 
and it has been given to you to give to others. Let it be 
a tool that helps further the Kingdom of God.

Empower: How can we support LoveMoves?

Lorraine: I have an incredible team that works 
alongside me, including Hope Corps alumni Kyle 
Fouts and Selina Contreras, as well as Allison 
Contreras. There are a few different ways to support 
LoveMoves as a contributor. Follow us on Instagram, 
@lovemoves. You can also wear and represent our 
brand, by purchasing one of our t-shirts or hoodies via 
Instagram and sharing with your friends and family. 
Lastly, we just ask that you look for opportunities to 
show kindness to the world around you.
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MEET OUR NEW FACULTY MEMBERS

Mike Warstler
Brother Mike Warstler and his wife 
Monica reside in Springville, Indiana.  He 
holds a BA in Business Administration 
from Indiana Wesleyan University, 
and an MA in Ministry and Christian 
Leadership from AST/HIU. His Ph.D in 
Leadership is currently in progress from 
University of the Cumberlands.

Mike is the Ministery Director of Apostolics in the Military 
which is endorsed by AST and serves as AST’s Veterans 
Services Coordinator and Military Point of Contact.
Brother Warstler teaches Fundamental Doctrine, Personal and 
Spiritual Development, Pentecostal Theology, and Intercultural Studies.

(Continued on next page)

Ron Wofford 
Rev. Ron Wofford was born in 
Phoenix, Arizona and spent most 
of his childhood in Illinois.  In 
1979, Ron moved to Michigan and 
graduated high school in Bay City 
in 1981.  
In 1984 he graduated from Jackson 
College of Ministries with a BA 

in Theology.  In December 2015, Ron received an MA in 
Ministry with a concentration in Christian Ministry and 
Leadership from Apostlic School of Theology/HIU. 
In 1993 Ron accepted an invitation from Jackson College 
of Ministries to return as Dean of Students and serve as 
an instructor.  From 2005-2015 he served as the Dean of 
Theology at Texas Bible College.
Currently, Ron and his wife Cindy are pastoring at  First 
United Pentecostal Church of Parsons, TN.  Additionally, 
they travel together teaching seminars “Leadership 
Matters,” “Family Matters”, “Marriage Matters”, and 
“Doctrine Matters.” Prior to his current roles, he served 
in various ministerial capacities including Youth Pastor, 
Associate Pastor, and Pastor.
At AST, Ron teaches Fundamental Doctrine, Personal and 
Spiritual Development, Pentecostal Theology, and Intercultural 
Studies. 

Boston Young
Brother Boston Young lives  in 
Elk Grove, California. He received 
a BS in Christian Ministry from 
Hope International University/
Aptostolic School of Theology 
in 2013 and a MA in Christian 
Leadership in 2015, also from HIU/
AST.

By Karen & Kara Anderson, Editors

Mark Your Calendar

Challenge Week and AST Graduation

September 21-23, 2016

Elk Grove, California

New Staff

AST is excited to welcome two new staff members. 
Sister Anna Ballinger worked previously at Hutchinson 
Community College in Kansas as the assistant to the director 
of the student support services. She continues to be an 
instructor in the area of business and industry. Anna will be 
coordinating three areas for AST: student services, student 
accounts for the certificate programs, and general office 
management. She is also preparing AST to coordinate the 
federal financial aid program when the university attains 
accreditation independent from HIU. 
Brother Craig Goodman is the Finance Director for AST, 
overseeing the budgeting process and preparation of all 
financial paperwork. He is an attorney and a Certified Public 
Accountant. Previously, he worked for the California State 
Controller’s Office and has provided financial services to a 
number of cities and counties in California. 

Boston works with youth ministry at the The Rock Church 
in Elk Grove.  In addition to this, he serves as Vice President 
with Helping Children of The World, an educational 
assistance program. He has been heavily involved in Hope 
Corps summer work programs.
Boston teaches Fundamental Doctrine, Personal and Spiritual 
Development, Pentecostal Theology, Biblical Introduction, 
Leadership Development, and Intercultural Studies. 
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By Karen Anderson, Editor

For some, Hope Corps has been construed as a 
program intended for young adults.  In reality, non-
traditoinal adult learners are becoming more active  in 
the age of online learning.  With Hope Corps, it is even 
more rewarding than a career change. We asked two 
Hope Corps alumni to share with us their experiences 
with Hope Corps as the middle-aged adult learner. 
Here is what they had to say….

TONYA TINDALE 
HOPE CORPS ALUMNI 2015 
AST DEGREE STUDENT

Hope Corps was an amazing 
experience. My ITW in Manhattan 
was monumental and pivotal. My 
Hope Corps experience transitioned 
into a decision to finish my degree 

through AST. The college format of Hope Corps 
allowed me to become familiar with online classes. As an 
enthusiastic empty nester I totally absorbed my studies. 
I was challenged to find my “comfort zone” and then to 
“leave it”. Being a servant leader has never been more 
challenging but also more rewarding. My educational 
experiences are helping further my personal mission of 
being a skilled communicator. 

MEET OUR NEW FACULTY MEMBERS

(continued from previous page)

Sheila Young
Sister Sheila Young has been 
intricately involved in AST 
and Hope Corps since their 
beginnings.  She holds a BBA 
in Business Administration and 
a MA in Business Leadership 
and Organization from Jones 
International University.  
Her work has recently expanded to 
teaching. Sheila shares, “My primary purpose for teaching 
is to make a personal connection with students so that we 
can create a lifelong Kingdom relationship.”  

In addition to teaching she serves as the project manager 
and leading director for the production of For What 
Purpose, a dramatization of the events leading up to and 
the crucifixion of Jesus. She has overseen operational 
management of Hope Corps ITWs in Roatan, Honduras, 
and is the Chief Financial Officer of The Rock Church in 
Elk Grove, CA.  Sister Young provides countless hours of 
teaching, mentoring, and leading people to their fullest 
potential.  
Sheila is the mother of two and wife to Myles of 25 years.  
She teaches Fundamental Doctrine, Personal and Spiritual 
Development, Pentecostal Theology, Biblical Introduction, 
Leadership Development, and Intercultural Studies.

Hope Corps: Empowering All Generations
With the challenge in Hope Corps to find my “why”, I see 
the “how” with my online degree program. It is a forward 
momentum that challenges me to grow as a person, as a 
leader, and as a student. I am at a beautiful place three 
decades post high school graduation and I love it! 

Sister Tonya Tindale is from Citra, FL

REV. STEVE HALL 
HOPE CORPS ALUMNI 2015

Prior to starting Hope Corps, 
I viewed it as a program 
intended for young adults.  
Once I got started, I was quickly 
encouraged not to think of it 
this way.  In fact, it became an 

opportunity not only to interact with this generation 
of Apostolics, but to send the message that as an older 
adult, and a Hope Corps peer, I am truly interested in 
them and their success. Once I began interacting with 
my classmates, I learned that I was not the only one 
over age 50 who took the challenge of an experience of 
a lifetime. My only regret is that I wish I would have 
enrolled earlier.

(Continued on next page)
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Hope Corps: Empowering 
All Generations

Edification

Hope Corps sharpened my discipline to study the Word 
of God and to build upon the foundation of its truths. 
By interacting with my classmates through threaded 
discussions, I gained insight to the topics of study and 
was actually taught by my classmates in some ways in 
receiving a better understanding of God’s Word.  

I realize that Hope Corps is for any person of any age 
because it has developed me to become Kingdom minded 
and to work together in the body of Christ without 
limitations. When I stepped into the lives of the people 
of New York, I knew first and foremost this is about the 
Kingdom.

Rev. Steve Hall is from Mottville MI and a member of the 
Worldwide Pentecostal Fellowship.  He is actively involved 
in evangelism and missions.

“Oversimplification” was the 
title of the first apostolic message 
I ever heard. It was preached by 
Dr. Nathaniel J. Wilson, founder 
of AST. Shortly before this time, 
I was a junior at Humboldt State 
University studying business. 
I was hungry for Truth. I often 
asked, “Is there truly a God?” 
“How do you find Him?” On a 
wet and foggy Sunday morning 
in April of 1983 I received Jesus Christ as my personal 
savior. I was transformed, or so I thought.  I did feel a 
significant lift of condemnation and simultaneously felt 
hope for eternity. However, months later I discovered 
my conversion to Christianity was “oversimplified” and 
grossly inadequate. Its basis was founded only in belief 
and lacked the power of Acts 1:8. Hungry for more of 
what God had for my life, I studied the scriptures and 
prayed often for a revelation of God’s word (Matthew  
5:6).  In November of 1984, I came to the Rock Church, 
Sacramento, and after hearing Dr. Wilson preach on the 
subject of “oversimplifying” scripture I knew I found 
the place where the “truth” of God’s Word was being 
exemplified.  Prior to this time, my conversion experience 
was simply vacillating in continual repentance.  I needed 
the Holy Ghost!  I needed to be baptized in Jesus Name 
for the remission of sins! Thankfully, I obeyed the 
scripture and received the Holy Ghost with the evidence 
of speaking in other tongues and was baptized in Jesus 
name.  Acts 2:38 was good enough for the Apostles and is 
good enough for you and me.

(continued from previous page)

Accreditation Update

Apostolic School of Theology is making progress in its pursuit of 
regional accreditation, which is the highest level of accreditation 
attainable. Under the future name of Wilson Pacific University, 
AST/WPU is preparing a major self-study report that will be 
submitted in September, and then an accreditation team will 
conduct a site visit in November. We will be seeking input 
from all of our stakeholders in this process (students, faculty, 
alumni, trustees, staff, etc.). When AST/WPU succeeds in 
this process, we will be the first regionally accredited apostolic 
Pentecostal school, and the only one offering the flexibility and 
convenience of fully online programs. Please continue to keep 
the university in your prayers. 

By Rev. Steve Malone, 
Pastor of Sanctuary of 

Praise, Seattle, WA 

Cesar Lua: Gospel to All The World

(Continued from Page 2)
Even following his life-changing experience with Hope 
Corps, Cesar promptly enrolled in AST’s Master of Arts 
in Christian Ministry and Leadership.  With completion 
in 2013, he’s now pursuing a Doctorate of Theology-a 
degree that will expand his ministry even further.  He 
also encourages others to participate in biblical training.  
In explaining the impact of theological study, Lua says 
“It will challenge you to know what you believe and why 
you believe what you do.”  He also notes the university’s 
positive effect on his confidence when spreading the 
Gospel.  As a result, Professor Lua now leads a consistent 
twelve-member Bible study.
This influence was stretched even farther than a 
personal connection for Cesar.  As a student-turned-
instructor, he explains, “I’ve realized that technology 
allows me to reach a wider audience than I’d previously 
thought.” Cesar Lua is a full –fledged advocate for the 
work of Wilson Pacific University and the purpose 
of the Kingdom. He now teaches all six of the Hope 
Corps classes, and is intimately involved in the local 
children’s, new convert, and Spanish ministries with The 
Rock Church of Sacramento. “AST was more than and 
educational experience,” Lua says. “It’s what connected 
me to the call of God in my life.”
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THREE REASONS TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS 
YEAR’S “CONTINUING PENTECOST”  
OFFERING JUNE 19, 2016

Four years ago I enrolled in 
the Bachelor Program of AST. 
Trepidation filled my initial 
enrollment as I was entering 
college at the age of 35. Could 
I handle the course load? 
Would I fail? Would it be 
worth the investment? And on 
the questions went. Since that 
time my life and ministry has 
been markedly altered. The 

exhilaration of fresh revelations has replaced my initial 
fears. The revelatory teaching of many instructors has 
hammered long-held beliefs into the core of my being. 
A new certitude has entered my preaching, and new 
worlds have opened to me on a monthly basis during 
these years. This fall I will graduate with a Master’s 
Degree in Christian Ministry. 

Many people in the congregation I pastor have also 
enrolled in AST. They are pursuing accredited degrees 
in an apostolic environment. The online system makes 
it possible to obtain a first–class education without 
disrupting their careers and involvement in our local 
church. 

On Father’s Day, June 19, 2016, individuals and 
congregations from around the globe are going to 
join in a “Continuing Pentecost” offering. The goal of 
this offering is to raise $50,000 towards helping AST/
WPU becoming independently accredited. Together 
we are going to meet and exceed this goal. I want 
to share three reasons why I believe we should each 
participate in this offering:

Reason 1: AST/WPU Is A Safe Place

Environment matters. When our youth enter an 
academic environment that is hostile to biblical values, 
their faith undergoes continuous undermining. Often 
this assault flies beneath the radar of the local church, 
as pastors often do not know the full extent of the 
“doctrines of devils” advocated in the classroom. Some 

of our students navigate this environment unscathed, 
many others do not. 

AST/WPU offers a variety of degrees in an apostolic 
environment. Apostolic instructors and classmates 
who are majority apostolic join in a learning 
environment that supports biblical values and 
convictions, all the while obtaining an education of 
the highest quality. This reason alone is worthy of a 
sacrificial contribution. 

Reason 2: AST/WPU Is Facilitating Great Leaders

The learning model of AST ministry programs is 
revelation-based instead of being purely academic. 
This approach means that there is a very spiritual 
dynamic interwoven through the academic studies. 
The result is that students “get it” in their hearts as well 
as their minds. Personal revelation is the PRIMARY 
impetus to great leadership. Through the efforts of 
AST/WPU, we are currently seeing great leaders 
emerge with a sure foundation of revelation. The 
leadership development of AST/WPU is priceless! 

Reason 3: AST/WPU Ingrates With The Mission Of 
The Local Church

In the past, Bible attending college meant leaving 
home to go to college. Consequently, those who 
did so had to join with another church. Historically, 
many of those who left to attend Bible college have 
not returned to reconnect with the vision of the local 
church. Still others have wanted the benefit of Bible 
college, but circumstance prohibited the long absence 
from home and careers. 

AST/WPU has changed ALL the dynamics of apostolic 
education. Now pastors and lay members alike can 
receive a first class education without leaving home 
or jobs. The training offered by AST places tools into 
the hands of students from week one that can be used 
to further the vision of the local church. By joining in 
this year’s “Continuing Pentecost” offering, we will 
extend this opportunity to more of our local members.

By Pastor Caleb Adams, 
Memphis, TN
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