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“Wilson Pacific University empowers students to become world
class leaders in an environment that embodies the Pentecostal ethos
through spiritual formation and Christian higher education.”
-Mission Statement, Apostolic School of Theology
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FROM THE FOUNDER: NATHANIEL J. WILSON, Ed.D.
The importance of our environment is on the minds of thinking people
everywhere. There is a growing awareness of its fragility. There is proof
positive of radical differences in the earth’s past compared to what exists
today. However, environment is not limited to nature. Perhaps more
threatened than any natural environment is the environment of the apostolic
world in which we live. It would be quite impossible in this short article
to describe the gaping difference fast developing in our world between the
norms of the 20th century and the realities of the 21st century. Neither is
it an overstatement to point out that the present path of the movement is
precarious, narrow, and fraught with danger. Recognizing this situation is
essential to not only thrive, but also to even survive. With this said, I have
never seen more doors opened and more dramatic positive developments in
segments of the apostolic movement. It is literally breathtaking. The question
is, how do we “ride” the wind of this remarkable, supernatural intervention,
and yet stay apart from the present falling away? How do we expose apostolic
individuals who possess electric possibility to this galvanizing influence?
Presently there is no apostolic institution positioned so perfectly to turn the
movement toward this authentic, New Testament greatness as AST/WPU.
This isn’t marketing—it is the truth. What a responsibility! This is no time
to quake in the face of such challenges and opportunities, but rather it’s a the
time for courageous and forthright action. AST/WPU is boldly moving into
this gap and having a mighty impact for righteousness. May it continue. If
you are not yet engaged in the battle, we need YOU! Join us as we not only
fight to preserve apostolic territory, but also charge offensively into enemy
territory, making it the possession of the Kingdom of God. God needs YOU!

FROM THE EDITOR
Karen Anderson
is the wife of AST
professor Rev. Dean
Anderson, and mom
to Brett, Danielle
and Kara. She is
heavily involved
in local ministry,
assisting Dean in
The Rock Church
Congregational
Care Ministries and
managing TRC’s
Koinonia Café.
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It is with great honor and pleasure we
bring to you the fall edition of Empower.
As you have read each page, it is my
hope that the vision of Apostolic
School of Theology/Wilson Pacific
University has kindled enthusiasm in
your thoughts and challenged you to
pursue your own dreams.
This year marked 25 years since I
graduated from high school. I had no
intention of enrolling in college, but
this year I became a student at AST.
I am amazed at the growth I have
experienced in the short time I have
been in my studies. As an adult learner
with life experience, my coursework
has filled in some gaps, solidified my
beliefs, and most of all has brought

a sense of validation and confidence
to push forward and become all that
God really desires for me. AST is a safe
place for Apostolics to grow, learn and
be empowered.
We invite our alumni to email us at
astmageditors@gmail.com. We would
like to hear about your ministry,
family, and perhaps feature you in a
future issue of Empower.

faculty members received
training on “deep learning.”

2015 ANNUAL PLANNING CONFERENCE
AST/WPU held its third Annual Planning Conference
on Sept. 24-25 as a part of Challenge Week 2015. The
two-day conference offered members of the faculty,
Board of Trustees, Foundation Board of Directors, and
staff with an opportunity to review progress made in
the previous year and to plan for the implementation
of initiatives in the current year. With some students
and alumni participating as guests, there were
approx. 70 people engaged in intensive discussions
and trainings for the purpose of improving the school
and supporting student success.
On the first day, attendees participated in whole-group
discussions regarding key topics such as the mission,

values, and philosophy of the school; outcomes
assessment and program review for educational
effectiveness; school policies; and action plans related
to the 2013-2018 Strategic Plan. On the second day,
board members participated in a board development
workshop while faculty members received training
on “deep learning.” Later in the day, the board and
faculty held their respective quarterly meetings.
The university is grateful for the involvement of the
participants whose efforts contribute to the ongoing
growth and excellence of the school.
By Jennifer Butts, Assistant Director of Academics

God bless you and yours as we enter
into the holiday season of thankfulness,
giving, and a new year of hope.
Sincerely,
Karen Anderson, Editor
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2015 FACULTY RECOGNITION
This year, AST launched the first annual recognition
of outstanding faculty. The honorees were

Kelly Nix
Degree: Doctorate Admin. in Global
Business and Leadership, California
InterContinental University, Diamond
Bar, California, Master of Business
Administration
in
Management
and Strategy, Western Governors
University, Salt Lake City, Utah.
Bachelor of Science in Business
Management, Western Governors
University, Salt Lake City, Utah.

recognized at the gala during the Challenge Week
conference.
Two faculty members, Sis. Beth Baus, and Dr. Kelly
Nix, were recipients of the Excellence in Professional
Development Award, which is sponsored by the
Academic Assembly. Both of these recipients pursued
professional development during the past year to
gain greater knowledge about the “art” of teaching
and how students learn. They also accomplished
research and scholarship in their professional
disciplines.
Dr. Daniel Blash was the recipient of the Excellence
in Teaching Award, which is sponsored by the AST
Alumni Association. Alumni were asked to make
nominations based on suggested criteria, some of
which were: the instructor is thought-provoking
and intellectually challenging;
relates course material to other
fields, contemporary issues,
and student experiences; is
deeply committed to teaching
and to the students; and
inspires students to excel.
Congratulations to Sis. Baus,
Dr. Nix, and Dr. Blash!

GRADUATION 2015

Occupation: Pastor, San Antonio, TX
Courses: HDV4410 Applied Cultural Diversity, CHM2140 Evangelism
& Church Planting, THE1105 Fundamental Doctrine, BIB1705
Personal & Spiritual Development, BIB1425 Basic Theology, ICS1405
Intercultural Missions
Daniel Blash
Degree: Doctorate of Philosophy
in Education with an Emphasis in
Counseling, University of Missouri,
St. Louis, MO, Masters of Education,
Counseling,
Lincoln
University,
Jefferson City. Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology, University of Missouri,
Rolla.
Occupation: Pastor, St Louis, MO/CEO Blash Counseling/
Associates, St Louis, MO
Assistant Dean: Cultural Awareness & Staff Diversity Clinical
Instructor: Department of Psychiatry Washington University
School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO
Courses: CNS6403 Family Crisis & Conflict, CHM6303 Transforming
Conflict & Crisis in Ministry

The things we choose to surround us often define us;
therefore, the staff and faculty of Apostolic School of
Theology (AST) are very proud of the 2015 graduates
that chose to immerse themselves in apostolic doctrine,
biblical truths, Scripture, spiritual formation, skills,
service, and the theology mission. This well-rounded
education has provided each graduate with a powerful
apostolic Christian worldview.
On September 25, 2015, AST held the annual graduation
ceremony at The Rock Church, Sacramento, California.
There were 57 graduates: 17 earned undergraduate and
graduate certificates, 10 earned an Associate of Arts
degree, 17 earned a Bachelor of Science degree, and 13
earned a Master of Arts degree. London Young spoke
as a representative of the undergraduate students and
Joel Booker spoke as a representative of the graduate
students. There was a beautiful
and dramatic rendition of the
National Anthem presented
by Frontline. Pastor C. Myles
Young was the keynote speaker
for the ceremony. Immediately
following
the
graduation
ceremony, a grand reception
honoring the graduates was
held at the home of Rev. & Mrs.
Rebecca Salters,
Graduation Coordinator
C. Myles Young.

Degree: Master of Theological
Studies, Urshan Graduate School of
Theology, Hazelwood, MO, Master
of Science in Counseling Psychology,
California
Baptist
University,
Riverside, CA Bachelor of Arts in
Liberal Studies with an Emphasis
in Counseling, California Baptist
University, Riverside, California
Occupation: CEO Our Healthy Families, Riverside, CA
Courses: HDV3205 Childhood Development, PSY2100 General
Psychology, PSY3100 Principles of Christian Counseling, SPT5203
Balancing Ministry and Personal Life, CNS5803 Ethics & Boundaries

Aaron Avery
Alfred Belle
Margaret Crazy Bear
Aaron Dunn
Michael Fisher
Miguel Gallegos
Kevin Goward
Scott Lesage
Benjamin Lewis

Jimmy Lewis
Matthew Litchfield
Fernando Maldonado
Silas Meyers
Maximillian Otazu
John Thomas
London Young
Michael Zotzman

Graduate Certificates
Todd Bertram
Norma Cabral
Jacqueline Garrick

Judy King
Jonathan Shoemake

Master of Arts Degree
Joel Booker
John Colegrove
Wendell Count
Gerado Diaz
Jesus T. Galindo III
Amber Hadden
Michelle Hart

Tyeshia Marsh
Christopher McHugh
Michael Warstler
Ronald Wofford
Shawnee Wood
Boston Young

Undergraduate Certificates

Jennifer Butts,
Assistant Director
of Academics

Beth Baus

Bachelor of Science Degree

“My experience at AST has exceeded my

“One of the things [Bro. Blash] shared was always

expectations and I have learned from the coursework

putting God into the equation and giving space for

and my classmates. I have been directly impacted

the supernatural . . . There were times that I had

and personally blessed by my studies and have

to lay my pen down, put everything on hold, take

put the information learned to ministerial use

a walk into my church sanctuary, and let the Holy

immediately.”

Ghost just flood my soul.”

—Pastor John Coomer, Lemon Springs, NC

—Pastor John Colegrove, MA

Deanna Bulla
Zachary Dunaway
Calvin Grant
Virginia Grant
Helen Hamlin
Kimberly Horton

Carla Jaggard
Melissa Jaggard
Nancy Lavin
Karen MacDonald
Carol Seward
Lisa Soza

Associates of Arts Degree
Nita Del Toro
Kaylin Folmar
Shelby Holsted
Zachary Klinedinst
Ashley Logue

Jennifer Martin-Hendriks
Susan Schaefer
Paula Sees
Bruce Thomas
Billy Withers

student (Charlotte, MI)
4
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THE DEPARTMENT OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
The Arts and Sciences (A&S) Department at AST/
WPU has been active in the areas of assessment and
professional development.
Assessment: This year, the A&S Department is
assessing two of its Program Learning Outcomes
(PLOs): Written/Oral Communication and Critical
Thinking. This pattern of assessment will continue
for the next four years until all eight PLOs have
been assessed. A huge thank you is in order to the
following A&S professors for dedicating their time
and expertise in assessment as they serve on the
Educational Effectiveness Committee: Karla Adair,
Josiah Aston, and Indira Petoskey. During the month
of November, Karissa King will be attending a WSCUC
assessment conference to help the A&S Department in
its development of assessment strategies and to aim
for enhanced outcomes.

Professional Development: Each of the A&S
professors has been working to intentionally engage
in professional development activities. This year, each
professor submitted a summary of their professional
development activities for the previous school year
and a plan for the upcoming school year. Professor
Beth Baus (who teaches General Psychology) was
presented with a Professional
Development award at our
Annual Planning Conference
last month.
New
Faculty:
The
A&S
Department
welcomes
its
newest
faculty
member,
Dejon Davis, who teaches
Interpersonal Communication.

In an effort to ensure that faculty are lifelong
learners who continue to enhance their knowledge
through further education and enriching travel,
AST is promoting professional development.
Faculty members are engaging in multiple
activities throughout the year including research
and scholarship, teaching and learning, as well as
providing services to their respective communities.
These experiences help them continue to develop
into the best instructors they can be.
The Ministry Department is also making great strides
in enhancing the existing classes and programs. Every
course is undergoing a thorough review in which
content is being perused and adjustments made to
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Joseph
Whitworth
Christian Life
Tabernacle
Pastor Caleb
Adams
Memphis, TN
$500.00
“Hope Corps has opened up God’s
vision of missions in my life.”
Dylan Rutland

Karissa King,
Lead Professor

THE DEPARTMENT OF MINISTRY
Exciting things are happening in the Ministry
Department of Apostolic School of Theology!
The quality faculty of over 35 ministry professors
are continuing to invest in the lives of students
while also growing in their own professional and
spiritual lives.

2015 Trenton Bass Hope Corps Scholarship Recipients

New Life
Apostolic
Church
Pastor Kenneth
Patten
Summit, MS
$250.00

ensure top quality instruction. Classes are being
examined to ensure that overall program and learning
objectives are being covered.
Also, the Ministry Department was blessed to add
several new teachers this academic year, primarily
teaching the Hope Corps classes. The growth of
Apostolic School of Theology continues to exceed
expectations as the Lord is calling laborers to prepare
for their role in the end time harvest. Do you feel the
call? Contact AST today to see if one of their many
programs is right for you.

Congratulations
to all of the
scholarship
recipients

“Through Hope Corps, AST has
allowed me to do something to benefit
the Kingdom of God.”
Holly Rogers
The Lighthouse
Church
Pastor Patrick
Garrett
Yucaipa, CA
$500.00
“Hope Corps has helped to prepare
me for a life beyond what I once knew.
It pushed boundaries and showed me
how to rely on God for everything.”

By Dean Anderson,
Lead Professor

Connie Quinones
Hope Center
Pastor BJ
Wilmoth
Redlands, CA
$250.00

It has taught me how to be and has
made me an effective soul winner.
Along with my Intensive Training
Week in Honduras, Hope Corps, has
widened my perspective of my purpose
and potential personally, locally, and
globally.”
Arissa Noriega

“Hope Corps has helped me to become
the person God intended for me to be.”

Calvary
Apostolic
Church
Pastor Don
Haymon
Denver, CO

Priscilla Collazo
Greater
Bakersfield First
Pentecostal
Church
Pastor Kevin
Bradford
Bakersfield, CA
$750.00 (Top award)
“Hope Corps truly has been one of the
best decisions I have made. Through
the courses I gained greater knowledge
and deeper understanding about this
great gospel. Prior to being Apostolic
Pentecostal, seven years ago I was a
Trinatarian. I still had some things
that I was quite unsure of and these
courses eliminated every doubt I had.”

$100.00
“Hope Corps has allowed me to follow
what I love, reaching the lost in places
that no one has heard of and reaching
the people that I love and hold dear. It
rekindled the fire that the Lord gave me
so long ago. It pushed me harder to fulfill
what He wants for me and from me.”
Jashier Henderson
First Pentecostal
Church
Pastors Joel &
Nathan Holmes
North Little
Rock, AR

Shelby Smith
Christian Life
Tabernacle
Pastor Caleb
Adams
Memphis, TN
$250.00
“Hope Corps has added another layer
to the foundation that I already had
in living for God. It has given me the
tools necessary to becoming a world
class leader, but also a world class
follower of the authority in my life.

$500.00
“Hope Corps has done so much in my
life towards obtaining the ministry I
feel God has called me to. It is because
of Hope Corps that I am stronger in
the faith and the Word more than
I’ve ever been. Hope Corps is not just
something that will affect you, it will
TRANSFORM you!”
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2015 Trenton Bass Hope Corps Scholarship Recipients
Rebecca
Whitfield

Austin Sloan
First Pentecostal
Church
Pastor Rick
Strain
McClain, MS

Christian Life
Tabernacle
Pastor Caleb
Adams
Memphis, TN
$100.00
“Hope Corps has given me a solid
foundation. I know what I believe, and I
know how to share it with others as well.”
Vicky Eberhard

$250.00
“I am interested in seeing lost souls
being filled with the Holy Ghost, the gift
of God! So today I am preparing for the
vision of tomorrow. That vision is revival
and it has been promised to us if we will
let God lead us.”

Truth
Tabernacle
Pastor James
MacDonald
Spruce Grove,
Alberta Canada

Brittany
McLaurin
New Life
Apostolic Church
Pastor Kenneth
Patten
Summit, MS

$100.00
“I feel Hope Corps has helped me to
become more kingdom-minded”

$500.00

“AST has left an everlasting

“Hope Corps has forever changed my life.
It has inspired, challenged and pushed
me out of my comfort zones. It has
empowered me to fulfill the mission God
has called me to do!”

impression on my life. Not only

for

knowledge

(To qualify, students must be a degreeseeking undergraduate who completed
12 or more units in the specific semester,
with a 3.5 GPA or above.)

of
“The

opportunity

that shows how to actualize

ministry

that knowledge to further the

completely

kingdom of God.”

invaluable!”

—Kevin Goward, BS 2015

—Andrea Ryder

tools

to

“Wilson Pacific University empowers students to become
world class leaders in an environment that embodies
the Pentecostal ethos through spiritual formation and
Christian higher education.”

Personally I have experienced unprecedented
personal and spiritual growth and development
since enrolling in AST/WPU. My only regret is not
starting sooner.

Your gift to Wilson Pacific University is one of the
best investments you can make to the kingdom of
God. Hundreds of students have experienced the
life changing experience of Hope Corps or have been
empowered by completing a degree program.
WPU is currently seeking accreditation. During this
exciting, yet critical time, your support is appreciated.
Would you join me in investing
in this extraordinary ministry?
You can make a cash donation by
visiting www.goast.org and there
you will find an easy and secure
way to donate on line. Or complete
the pledge card below and mail
along with your check to

Wilson Pacific University
PO BOX 2796
Elk Grove, CA 95759

Pastor Jerry Rowley,
Laurel, MS

I am simply thrilled with the class ‘Principles for Couples Counseling’

Visit www.hopecorps.net

more intimate and healthy relationships based on biblical principles.

that I’m currently taking online through AST. I have gathered a
wealth of knowledge about marriage, the many differences between
husbands and wives, and communication skills to help couples build

–Sarah Murphy

learn

through

apostolic

Apostolic School of Theology/Wilson Pacific
University draws scholars from around the world who
are seeking to obtain greater knowledge and impact
the apostolic movement. The mission statement of
WPU is:

INTERESTED IN
JOINING HOPE
CORPS?

to get involved!

Apostolic truth, it is a place
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or call (800) 762-5990

is it an incredible reSource

Spring 2015 Honor Roll

AN INVESTMENT THAT WILL IMPACT GENERATIONS

lens

a
is
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SUBSCRIBE TO EMPOWER
Empower Newsletter is a publication of Apostolic
School of Theology. If you have questions or
comments, please email us at astmageditors@
gmail.com.
Empower is distributed quarterly. Subscriptions
are $20 per year. For bulk orders in sets of 20
copies, the cost is $280 per year. Please make
check or money order payable to Wilson Pacific
University.
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